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One of Tennis’ Amazing Women


By:  Sade Adekanla


We have all seen her on TV and watched her with such reverence.


Her speed, her grace, her smile and determination has inspired so many of us.  She has made us proud. She is our very own Venus Ebone Starr Williams.


�


Ms. Williams was born on Jun 17th, 1980 in Lynnwood, California to Richard (her manager and coach) and Oracene Williams.  She is 6’1 and 160 pounds. 


Ms. Williams currently resides in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida where is working towards an associate degree in Fashion Design.  She has four sisters: Isha, Serena, Lyndrea and Yetunde. Her favorite color is blue. She wants to speak five languages: English, French, Italian, German, and Russian.


Since turning pro on October 31, 1984, Ms. Williams has acquired a wonderful record and has grown as a professional Tennis player.  Venus Williams became the second black woman to win the Grand Slam singles title at Wimbledon in 2000.  Althea Gibson being the first in 1957-58.  


Ms. Williams’ record includes 17 Sanex WTA Tour singles titles, 8 Sanex WTA Tour doubles titles, 2 Grand Slam singles titles, 4 Grand Slam doubles titles, and 2 Grand Slam mixed doubles titles. 


We wish Ms. Williams the very best in life.  She has so much more to accomplish in the world.  She is a perfect example of what determination means. (


  





LABRYS – First Major Event


By:  Sade Adekanla





The first major event organized by Labrys was a camping trip.


The camping trip took place at Parvin State Park in New Jersey the weekend of June 15th – 17th, 2001.


The turnout was not as expected.  Less than 10 members attend this wonderful event.  Despite the turnout those that were in attendance had a wonderful time over the weekend. 


This weekend trip had a rocky start due to time but once on the road, the ladies engaged their minds with intellectual conversations en route to Parvin State Park.


The ladies reached Parvin State Park after dark and that made setting up sleeping tents very difficult.  Through teamwork and persistence, all four tents were set up. The weekend and this amazing camping experience unfolded itself.  


Rain that fell days prior still had an effect on the trees and that made it difficult to start a fire.  


The ladies were prepared with lamps and flashlights like experienced campers.


The ladies played an interesting game of “Truth, Dare, or Consequence” before the night found their exhausted bodies in their desired sleeping tents.


Saturday Morning bright and early, the ladies were showed and dressed.  Saturday morning was adventurous and a healthy one at the same time.


The ladies went to the playground, visited the Parvin Lake, and went hiking. Yes the ladies had time to bond with nature, each other and exercise as well.


Towards the afternoon, the ladies were exhausted and they all decided to unwind in various ways.  Some of the ladies took naps others discussed what enveloped their minds. On of the ladies even decided to study. 


The ladies had a wonderful spread for lunch and dinner.  Included in the menu due to the ladies various diet were Grilled Chicken Breasts, Grilled Sausage, Grilled Soy Burger, Grilled Salmon Steaks, and Grilled Vegetables.  Notice everything had to be grilled, this was a camping trip. ;-)


The ladies all entertained themselves throughout the afternoon despite the occasional raindrops that made the ladies enjoy their camping experience even more.


The night crawled in with an unexpected experience for each of the ladies.  The experiences and emotional clearing included nonchalant, confusion, scared, concerned, interesting, spiritual and ultimately self-assurance.


The thunderstorm of Sunday morning was an acceptance of all the previous night’s vents.  The ladies had a later start as nature showered them and cleared their souls for a new beginning back into the city of Philadelphia.


 The ladies cleaned the packed up the tents, cleaned the campsite, and packed the cars for their trips back to industrious Philadelphia.  


One thing about the whole weekend was that the ladies learned something no matter how small about themselves and a great deal about each other.  


The one thing evident is that most of the ladies are aware of their spiritual paths and emotional adversities.  


Through self-love, respect for self, and others, the ladies made it through the weekend without hurting each other.


It is a guess that they will attend another such event if the opportunity presented itself.  For those that missed this one, see you at the next one.  Don’t forget your insect repellant!!!(





�


Poem of the Month





Eclipse of the Brain


By: Jeanine Lee





my brain travels on a frequency band


unknown to man


kickin up rocks in the sand


look ma, "no hands"


got you crammin' to understand


sittin in the sun dying to catch a tan


while i ride the fifth ring of saturn


creating abstract patterns around the sun


cause the total of all things is one


leaving no task undone


relying heavily on the breathing


through my spiritual lung


and the speech patterns of my divine tongue...


seeking desparately to release my brother


from the knoose upon which he hung


cause last night the fat lady sung


on the mountain...in my dreams


i was taught young, things ain't always what they seem





cause they got me trapped like tupac


standing on the equinox of equilibrium


as the beat dances in my cranium


dripping uranium on the pavement...


flashing back memories of my enslavement


not modern, nor ancient


but everlasting


through eternity


giving birth to eternity


eternally





slipping in and out of semi-consciousness


as i request that the Most High bless...me


in my travels


as i unravel the fabric of a new day


and pray for forgiveness for yesterday


...yesterday and tomorrow





delving into three dimensions of space


seeking frantically to trace my steps in the darkness


that when my heart hits...


rock bottom





as my left brain struggle to coexist


with the right


darkness subsides...


like that of the moon eclipsing the sun...(











continued on page 2





In the Fall a Transgender Teacher Returns to the Classroom





Courtesy of The Journal News and GLSEN


� HYPERLINK http://noglstp.org ��http://www.thejournalnews.com� � HYPERLINK http://www.glsen.org ��http://www.glsen.org�


The following is an excerpt from an article printed in the Journal News. Any opinions either stated or suggested are not necessarily those of LABRYS or its members.





By:  Adam Scott Gershenson


The Journal News





June 16th, 2001





Randey Michelle Gordon's friends recently received an unusual birth announcement. "Congratulations! It's a girl,'' read the card.  "Randey Michelle Gordon.  Weight: 165 pounds.  Height: 5'9''. Age: 52.  Cute as a button."





Gordon, an art teacher at Eastchester High School who recently underwent gender reassignment surgery and plans to return to school in the fall as a woman, said yesterday the sex change has her feeling reborn."It went beautifully," Gordon said.  "I've never been happier in my life."





Gordon, now recovering in Sante Fe, N.M., said she can hardly wait to bring that joy back to Eastchester High, where she plans to educate students and parents about gender issues and start a group like the gay-straight alliances that recently formed in Chappaqua and Scarsdale schools. For now, she is tending to her garden of fuschias and palms while dealing with hormones and emotions that can leave her weeping at any moment.





Gordon was born in the North Bronx during a 1949 blizzard.  Her father was a dairy worker who returned from World War II service on Guadalcanal with malaria and dysentery; her mother was a homemaker. Yet, Gordon says her story probably began before birth.  She believes her brain was flooded with female hormones while she was still in utero, a medical theory advanced by some researchers.





Gordon's confusion surfaced at the age of 5, when the young boy envied his sisters' toys and dresses.  "I didn't really feel like playing with army men,'' she said. At 6, Gordon secretly started wearing women's underclothes and bathing suits, wondering if he wasn't really a she.  "What I had down there was not really what I should have had,'' she said.





Yet, for more than 45 years, Gordon said, she tried to fulfill traditional masculine roles.  Gordon played center field on the Yorktown High School baseball team, dated women, got married and had a son. Neither friends nor family nor students suspected a problem, but as an adult, Gordon grew frustrated, angry and depressed. He continued a charade of masculinity to survive in society, but came close to suicide, once overdosing on pills and
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LABRYS’ Birthdays





July 3rd – Gloria Pope


July 13th – Joslyn Duncan


July 27th – Jeanine Lee


Happy Birthday to all of you and we wish you many more!





�








Did You Know?


4 US states have sodomy laws that apply only o homosexuals. (http://www.geocities.com/privacylaws/index.htm)


By age 16 or 17, many gay, lesbian and bisexual young people start thinking about what to call themselves. (http://www.gapsn.org) 





Transgendered people are people whose psychological self ("gender identity") differs from the social expectations for the physical sex they were born with. Transsexual refers to a person who experiences a mismatch of the body and the brain and sometimes undergoes medical treatment to change his/her physical sex  to match his/her gender identity. (http://www.gapsn.org)





 4 million people are infected with chlamydia each year. (http://www.unspeakable.com)





�





Calendar of Events


7th Annual Philadelphia Gay & Lesbian Film Festival 


July 5th – 16th 2001





Sankofa: Re-Membering Ourselves


Parvin State Park


July 6th – 8th 2001


Women of Color Camping Trip





Detroit Black Pride


Detroit, MI


July 26th – 29th 2001


Celebrate Black Pride in Detroit with the family.


http://www.hotterthanjuly.com








REMINDERS:  


Monthly Dues of $5 are due to the Treasurer the first meeting of each month. 


Weekly Meetings are Saturdays at 2pm in Anderson Hall Room 821, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa





Horoscopes


Pisces (2/19 – 3/20) The Lunar Eclipse on the 5th occurs in your house of friendship, so expect some new friendships to form and old ones to blossom. Since most Pisces are involved in many creative hobbies, this is a good time to start or increase your participation. Remember to try and schedule a vacation by the seashore, to renew yourself and soothe your fragile and delicate soul.





Aries (3/21 – 4/19) Family concerns predominate as the Lunar Eclipse on the 5th supercharges your domestic space. Home improvements, redecorating and remodeling, even the purchase of a new home, are all possibilities now. Your career gets a boost as well; it may suddenly change and you may need to move as a result. Keep all options open, as the Lunar Eclipse highlights the need to balance your personal and professional obligations.





Taurus (4/20 – 5/20) Take an extended 4th of July holiday and escape to hot springs, take a mud bath or get a relaxing massage.  Jupiter, the planet of expansion, sets up shop in your house of communication, transportation and learning. Go ahead and splurge, as Taurus craves and appreciates quality and luxury. A new computer can be a wise purchase and can serve you well. Now is the time to make long-lasting investments that will bear fruit for you in the future.





Gemini (5/21 – 6/20) With four planets in your loquacious Sign, you can successfully combine your awesome powers of communication and finally pen that book. The three T's -- talking, teaching and travel call out to you this month. There is a preponderance of planets in Air Signs this month, further signaling that the time is ripe for speaking your truth, and for having a very gregarious social month. Now that your ruler Mercury is finally forward, sales, marketing and social promotions go your way.  Self-esteem and self-confidence are strengthened.





Horoscopes


Cancer (6/21 – 7/22) With Jupiter now firmly ensconced in your nurturing Sign, feelings reign, as does a heightened sense of domesticity. As this happens only once every 12 years, be sure to make the most of this growth-oriented period. Just be mindful that it doesn't spill over into weight gain. Mercury in your nostalgic Sign after the 13th has you thinking about home perhaps home improvements





Leo (7/23 – 8/22) The Sun enters your dramatic Sign on the 22nd, expect to be the object of adoration and have attention lavished upon you. Jupiter enters your house of dreams, visions and oneness mid-month, let your imagination and creativity reach new heights. Schedule a retreat so you can recharge your spiritual batteries.  A cosmic guardian angel hovers over you, protecting you. Accelerated spiritual growth is yours for the asking. Progression toward your goals increases when Mars goes direct on the 19th.





Virgo (8/23 – 9/22) With your ruler Mercury finally direct, you can now speak and write with more confidence. Health conscious Virgos may also see their status improve dramatically. Jupiter enters your house of friendship and group organizations, so be on the lookout for new and exciting friendships with people of many stripes and now would be a perfect time to volunteer for your favorite organization. 





Libra (9/23 – 10/22) During the Lunar Eclipse on the 5th, family and domestic concerns demand your attention. While family matters do indeed take precedence in your life right now, career opportunities come knocking as well. Your sign is associated with balance, try to give equal attention to both. You may even choose to move as a result of a job change. Moves, repairs, renovations and upheavals can happen on the home front this month. Keep your cool and schedule in some fun to get away from it all.





Scorpio (10/23 – 11/21) With the Lunar Eclipse in your house of communication, teaching and learning, you may be at a turning point regarding your studies. A change of majors or even schools is a distinct possibility. This could be a good month to sharpen and hone your natural intuitive skills. Mars going direct on the 19th reminds you not to turn anger inward and to get things out into the open, so resentments do not develop. 





Sagittarius (11/22 – 12/21) Mars in your adventuresome Sign promises expansion of your horizons so update your passport, a trip to a foreign country may come unexpectedly. Mars goes direct on the 19th, go ahead with your travel plans. Jupiter's move to your 8th house this month starts a renewed interest in all things spiritual. Instinctively religious, you can do a lot to further your own spiritual growth. Try to keep a dream journal or take a class on psychic development. 





Capricorn (12/22 – 1/19) A Full Moon in your pragmatic Sign on the 5th signals a time to be extra disciplined and work tirelessly toward your goals. With Mars, the planet of energy and assertion, still in Sagittarius, you may need to work behind the scenes in order to accomplish what you truly want. . Jupiter, the planet of expansion, enters your opposite Sign of Cancer, reminding you to value both your professional life and your home life. 





Aquarius (1/20 – 2/18) Recharge your spiritual batteries on the Lunar Eclipse on the 5th. Concentrate on your inner self -- take time to mediate and retreat. Your intuition is heightened, so do trust your hunches and don't analyze them too much. Charity or humanitarian work flourishes for you this month. With Neptune in your idealistic Sign stimulating your compassion, reach out to those less fortunate. Schedule some weekend rest and relaxation. Perhaps even a silent retreat may appeal to you at this time.





TECHNOLOGY





What’s on TV???


QUEER AS [WHITE] FOLK or “Queer Ass Folk”: Take Your Pick


By: J. Bernard Jones


� HYPERLINK http://www.blackstripe.com ��http://www.blackstripe.com�


QUEER AS FOLK, Showtime’s new series focusing on the lives and loves of a group of gays and lesbians living in the US industrial rust belt, addresses a question that has intrigued real pornographers of X-rated skin flicks for the last few decades: can soft porn actually be marketed in the mainstream marketplace? The answer in as far as “Queer as Folk” is concerned is a definite not quite.





QUEER AS FOLK (also known as QAF in much the same way as Star Trek: The Next Generation is referred to as “TNG” among its faithful) began its journey to American cable as a British TV series of the same name and theme. With it’s “graphic” depictions of sex, drugs, and a centerpiece story of a 28 year old man involved in a tempestuous relationship with a 15 year old adolescent, QAF became a smash hit in merry old England. Meanwhile in the U.S. cable network HBO already had established a reputation for edgy fare with it’s controversial series like “Oz”, “Sex and the City” and “The Sopranos” and a multitude of awards to show for their efforts. Rival Showtime wanted to cash in on HBO’s caché and embarked upon an ambitious campaign called “No Limits,” which in essence was a move to directly challenge it’s competitor with fare like it’s satire of network TV “Beggars and Choosers,” the first long-running Latino series “Resurrection Blvd.,” and a TV version of the African-American movie “Soul Food.” Where HBO focused on controversial subject matter, Showtime began to carve a niche representing underrepresented groups on network and other cable channels. And QUEER AS FOLK was right up Showtime’s alley....so to speak.





Set in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the somewhat expanded Americanized version of QUEER AS FOLK features a virtual cookie cutter cardboard cast of gay blow up doll clichés as it’s main characters: there’s Ted (played by Scott Lowell), who watches porn in the office all day long while nursing a not-so-very-secret crush on gay-boy-next-door Michael (Hal Sparks), a closeted store manager by day, party animal by night. Emmet (Peter Paige) is the show’s designated queen without a country (or a storyline). And faintly echoing the British show’s main storyline, irresponsible & unrepentant sex fiend Brian (Gale Howard) is relentlessly pursued by the here 17 year old Justin (Randy Harrison), who is not just coming out of the closet, he’s busting down the doors! Rounding out this gaggle of characters are the lesbian couple of butch, ball-busting Melanie (Michelle Clunie) and her lipsticky earthy lover Lindsay (Thea Gill), who have a child via sperm donor Brian; Dr. David Cameron (Chris Potter), facing a gay mid-life crisis and a possible relationship with Michael; and in one of the most bizarre performances of her illustrious career, multiple Emmy and Golden Globe winner Sharon Gless (formerly of Cagney & Lacey) as Michael’s over-supportive PFLAG mother Debbie Novotony, a cross between fashion dragon Mimi from the Drew Carey Show and a plus-sized Powder Puff Girl.





QUEER AS FOLK has been widely and enthusiastically embraced by gays & lesbians and many others, making it Showtime’s highest rated series and seriously challenging HBO’s near legendary Oz in terms of total veiwership. Both series are basically glorified soap operas, but where Oz is penetrating, QAF is principally concerned with penetration. Its popularity is due no doubt to the generally reliable loyalty of gays to products and companies which are supportive of “the community,” but also the combination of it’s taboo subject matter and it’s often graphic presentation provides a level of curiosity common among gays, hets and ’tweens alike. It would be fair to say the notion of finally-we-have-a-show-of-own trumps the show’s multitudinous flaws.
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LESBIAN SEXO





Risks for HPV, Abnormal Pap Smears Investigated


By: Melissa Schorr


� HYPERLINK http://fullcoverage.yahoo.com ��http://fullcoverage.yahoo.com�





NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - A 10-year study has identified risk factors for contracting the human papillomavirus (HPV) and clarified the likelihood that young women infected with the virus will go on to develop abnormal cervical cells.





``We were able to distinguish risks for HPV and risks for low grade (abnormalities),'' Dr. Anna-Barbara Moscicki, a professor of pediatrics at the University of California at San Francisco, told Reuters Health. Previously, she said, it was unclear whether sexual behavior was a risk factor for developing abnormal cervical cells, or simply a risk factor for contracting HPV, which can cause the abnormalities.





The study, funded with grants from the National Cancer Institute the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, the National Institutes of Health and others, is published in the June 20th issue of The Journal of the Medical Association.





Researchers followed a group of nearly 500 young women ages 13 to 21 to identify risk factors for contracting the virus and for developing the abnormal cells known as low grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (LSILs), which are thought to be a precursor to cervical cancer.





Women who did not have the virus were tested every six months to see if they would contract it. Of the hundred young women who did not have the virus at the start of the study, around half contracted it during the study.





The greatest risk factor for infection with the virus was having new sexual partners, with each new partner a month raising a young woman's risk by a factor of 10.





``Ten-fold is a phenomenal risk,'' Moscicki noted. ``So being monogamous and using condoms will be protective.'' Other risk factors for acquiring the virus included having a history of vulvar warts or herpes.





However, using the oral contraceptive pill seemed to protect women from contracting the virus. ``The steady state of hormones in the pills may be protective,'' Moscicki said. ``This might be that in women who ovulate, their immune function at the cervix is influenced by the menstrual cycle and fluctuating hormone levels.''





The women who tested positive for HPV were followed up every four months to check for the development of cervical abnormalities.
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Contact Information





To submit articles for the Newsletter:


Email Sade: � HYPERLINK mailto:NoirSexy@hotmail.com ��NoirSexy@hotmail.com�





Website: � HYPERLINK http://labryscircle.tripod.com ��http://labryscircle.tripod.com�





Voicemail: 1-888-Excite2


Ext: 215-3LABRYS (215-352-2797)





LABRYS


Temple University


821 Anderson Hall


Philadelphia, PA, 19122
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SEXUALITY





Bi Like Me





Courtesy of Venus


� HYPERLINK http://www.venusmagazine.com ��http://www.venusmagazine.com�








"Later, I finally gathered the courage to tell my husband about my attraction to women and said to him 'You can divorce me or you can learn to deal with it.' "





When Denise Pruitt-Pope, a bisexual counselor and outreach worker, attended a Boston Femme/Butch party, she was pretty sure that all the black women there were gay. But after spending time interviewing groups of sistahs, she found that most of them were actually bisexual. Pruitt-Pope says that of the 99% of black women she encounters who say they are gay, 85% are actually bisexuals.





"I talked to at least 62 black women that night. All of them initially identified as lesbian, but by the end of the conversation 58 of them said, 'Well, yeah, O.K. I guess I am Bisexual!"





Pruitt-Pope usually begins by asking women about their previous relationships. Some are recently divorced from men and some admit having had a recent boyfriend or a fling with a man. Usually these incidents are not isolated. "Most gay women I've talked to have had at least an attraction to a guy."





The most common misconception about bisexuality is that a person is having sex with both men and woman at the same time. Although this is true for some, it is not the only way, nor is it the most common way to define bisexuality. Pruitt-Pope says that most black gay women identify as being gay when they are with a woman and I.D. as straight when they are with a man, but rarely consider themselves bisexual.





"The stigma attached to 'going both ways' in the gay community shys both men and women away from embracing themselves fully." Blacks who have NOT come out of the closet are more likely to embrace an identity of bisexuality. "Everyone in my family suspects that I'm gay but nobody knows for sure," say an anonymous woman. "I'm attracted to men too. I date men, but most of all it keeps my people guessing. Do I consider my self as bisexual? No! I'm just being myself."





When asked to define the basis for her own bisexuality, the 40 year old Pruitt-Pope who was raised in an upper-middle-class black Boston family, recalls being attracted to girls in her teenaged years, but had never had a gay encounter. When she and her boyfriend "HAD to get married" because of an unexpected pregnancy, Pruitt-Pope put her curiosity on ice.





"Later, I finally gathered the courage to tell my husband about my attraction to woman and said to him 'you can divorce me or you can learn to deal it.' " Pruitt-Pope says her marriage is wonderful and that both she and her husband enjoy a great relationship; so good that they recently renewed their wedding vows. "I think the openness makes the marriage stronger. He doesn't see it. I'm very discreet and I never sacrifice our time. He gets the same quality time as always." Pruitt-Pope suspects that her situation is very common. "The woman I now see is also married. Her husband knows about me but we have never met. We don't even want to meet." (








While the stories of QAF may have a ring of truth to them (such as Ted’s crush on Michael), the actual writing is clumsier than Gerald Ford putting on a condom! It’s As The World Turns meets Designing Women on ecstasy: see the boys drive through the city with ‘faggot’ spray painted on their jeep! See


Brian’s flat ass humping an anonymous extra! See the boys fencing with oversized dildos! See Brian’s flat ass having sex with a group of anonymous extras! See one of the boys get drugged by a one-night stand! See Brian have sex every 2.2 minutes! In fact the sex is so rampant on QAF that it’s actually distracting from the stories being told and lacks any dramatic impact most of the time.





The dialogue is achingly trite and clichéd, made even deadlier by the absolutely atrocious acting of the principle cast. It’s not Method Acting but rather I’m-Making-A-Statement-by-Playing-This-Role Acting. The main relationships, while structured plausibly, wind up coming across like a queer Three Stooges, with the fourth Stooge on the screen. It is a sad commentary that the best-acted and most interesting characters are the lesbian couple (with main character Brian actually fading into a supporting role) and the mother of the 17-year-old, none of whom have more than 5 minutes of screentime per episode so far.





Most of those flaws of a first season show could be forgiven if it weren’t for QAF’s other three intertwined sins. First is it’s most obvious: the lack of color. QAF’s cast is lily white in a metropolitan and integrated city; not only is this as absurd as NBC’s regular roster of urban sitcoms in which there are no Black, Latino or Asian characters, but the only time so far that a person of color has been featured on QAF he turned out to be a non-English speaking Asian prostitute played as a joke! Now that’s insensitivity! Second, all of the characters are roughly from the same economic background or have similar financial means. One of the unique aspects of the British version of QUEER AS FOLK was it’s working class setting, which had various characters deal with working class issues; the American version is a veritable Gap-meets-Ralph-Lauren-Polo ad. Finally and most unforgivable of all from a purely critical standpoint is QUEER AS FOLK’s setting: Pittsburgh. 





When the show was first being retooled for American audiences, producers claimed that Pittsburgh was chosen to reflect the British version’s sensibilities. Now after some criticism about the real Pittsburgh versus the show’s version of the city, they are claiming now that the city in QAF is a “mythical Pittsburgh.” Whatever! The fact is that had the show been set in Miami, New York’s SoHo, or most appropriately San Francisco’s Castro District, it’s setup could be bought instantly; there are enough plastic and polyurethane white queers who don’t ever interact with people of color or those from different economic strata in those cities to make QAF ring very true. But with its Pittsburgh setting, even a mythical one, all of the way-out-in-the-open, madcap shenanigans have such an air of unreality and are so far removed from the vast majority of WHITE gays and lesbians that QUEER AS FOLK is rendered a virtual gay cartoon.





QUEER AS FOLK is here to stay. With it’s high ratings, Showtime has already renewed the series and is promoting it heavily in the gay media, including one of the snazziest, even most dazzling websites on the Internet (not even television’s most stellar drama, The West Wing, comes close). Gays are flocking to the show with abandon, and from the comments I’ve seen and heard, it’s often to grab hold of any scrappings that they can relate to, especially if they are gays and bisexuals of color, who are as invisible on the show as they are within the “queer rainbow.” Of course, that’s about the only aspect of gay life that QUEER AS FOLK completely and accurately reflects.(
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Across


          		3. Oppression of bisexuals


         		8. To assume that everyone is heterosexual


         	 	9. System of sexual classification


          		10. Exerting bias based on uniformed stereotypes


			


Down


1. Evolved during the 1970s as a part of lesbian feminism


          		2. Female circumcision


          		4. Synonymous with secondary virginity


          		5. A biased decision based on prejudice


          		6. Movement advocating equal rights


          		7. A type of Lesbian, not butch
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QUOTES OF THE MONTH


“Don't let your pride or a lack of courage stand in the way of saying you're sorry to people you may have offended." ---Sean Covey


"The strongest oak tree of the forest is not the one that is protected from the storm and hidden from the sun. It's the one that stands in the open where it is compelled to struggle for its existence against the winds and rains and the scorching sun."  ---Napoleon Hill








Technology: What’s on TV???	continued from page 4





once holding a loaded gun to his head. "I wanted to unzip myself out of my body," she said.





While his marriage suffered, Gordon said, he devoted himself to his work at Eastchester, arriving early each morning and staying as late as 10 p.m.  Students flocked to Gordon's jewelry-making classroom after school, sharing their personal problems without ever suspecting Mr. Gordon was hoping to become Ms. Gordon.





Allison Esposito, president of the high school art club Gordon ran, said it was a credit to Gordon's professionalism that he never revealed his inner turmoil.


"He was just an average guy,'' Esposito said.  "Totally normal.  We knew him really well, and there was nothing weird at all."





By 1999, Gordon was driving into Manhattan, visiting gay, lesbian and transgendered support sessions.  He'd arrive as a man, slip into a dress and hastily apply makeup in the bathroom, then regain his masculine appearance for the trip home.





Doctors who perform sex-change operations typically require patients to live full time as the opposite sex for a year before surgery.  Gordon took female hormone pills, but she weighed 230 pounds, and hardly "dressed to kill."





Her first attempts met with some resistance.  On a trip to The Home Depot, cashiers giggled and pointed.  Rather than scream or yell, Gordon explained to a female cashier how hard it was to live as a transgendered person.  After a lengthy discussion in which the cashier started to understand, Gordon asked what gave her away as a man.  "'Girl, your lipstick don't match,' she told me, and started giving me a makeup lesson right there," Gordon said.





Making friends with Eastchester parents could be far more difficult. At a public meeting this week, several parents voiced concerns over Gordon's return, and some questioned why she wouldn't move to a new district where no one knew her past. "Isn't the school district based on morality?" Ellie Giotas asked. "Just because it's 2001, does that mean we have to lose our values?'' Barbara Urciuoli commented.





Gordon said she will try to explain gender issues to anyone who insults or discriminates against her.  Yet, she is not afraid to fight for her rights.  Last year, after a New City post office worker insisted on calling Gordon "sir" and then refused to help her, Gordon called the F.B.I. and postmaster general.  In the end, she said, the employee apologized, and the post office added transgendered sensitivity to its diversity training.





"If they say something wrong once, I'll try to teach students.  But if it's continuous, I'll tell them, 'I will pursue it to the fullest extent of the law.  I will prosecute you,''' she said. (
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FILM:  Stranger Inside


Showing at The 7th Annual 


Philadelphia International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival


Courtesy of and for more info visit: � HYPERLINK http://www.phillyfests.com ��http://www.phillyfests.com�





Former Philadelphian Cheryl Dunye (Watermelon Woman) returns to dramatic filmmaking with this assuredly directed film that takes the familiar “women-in-prison” genre to create a powerful story of familial longings with a delicately scripted story and a devastating climax. Rarely has there been a film that so explosively but tenderly delves into the feelings of rage, loneliness, anger and love of African-American women. 





While serving a sentence at a detention center, young Treasure (Yolanda Ross) learns that Brownie (Davenia McFadden), the mother she barely remembers, is doing life in the adjoining women’s state prison. Treasure orchestrates a transfer to the prison, intent on a reunion with the mother who abandoned her as a small child. But Brownie, a tough-as-nails ringleader, has other inmates she calls "daughter": her crew that forms a makeshift family unit in this pressure cooker of anger, hostility, rage and hopelessness. The two hit it off, Brownie liking the girl’s tough attitude, quiet vulnerability and desire for connection while Treasure longs to be near but has difficulty revealing that she is her daughter. Brownie begins using her as a soldier, demanding unquestioning obedience through hard-core discipline. Treasure has hard lessons to learn about trust and commitment amid the corruption, back stabbing and ineffectual bureaucracy and is ill prepared for a vicious twist of ultimate betrayal. 





A well-acted, tightly scripted work from director Dunye on the evolving-door American prison system. As Dunye comments, "I intentionally included women, people of color and queers in the production of my film...stranger babies are what we call them: these are the people who are not included in the status quo of what we see. Who else is going to give us a voice but us?" --Ann Yarabinee. 


Stranger Inside is showing at the Prince Music Theater, Saturday, July 7, 2001 at 7:30 and the cost is $7.50





Filmography: Cheryl Dunye's Filmography: Wegman's World (1996); The


Watermelon Woman (1996); Greetings from Africa (1994); The Potluck and the Passion (1993); Untitled Portrait (1993); Vanilla Sex (1992); She Don't Fade(1991); Janine (1990) (
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Young women infected with HPV were seven times more likely to develop abnormal cervical cells that those who weren't infected. Of the women who had the virus, researchers estimated that 30% would go on to develop abnormal cells in the following five years, Moscicki said.





One risk factor that seemed to raise the likelihood of developing abnormal cells was daily cigarette smoking, possibly because it disrupts immune function in the cervix, Moscicki said. ``Kids often think that smoking will not cause any problems while they are young,'' Moscicki said. ``Even early on, cigarette smoking can cause deleterious effects.''





However, the risk for women infected with the virus to develop the abnormal lesions also seemed to taper off after three years. ``Perhaps there became more of a tolerance down the line,'' Moscicki said.








SOURCE: Journal of the American Medical Association 2001;285:2995-3002.





For More Information visit: � HYPERLINK http://jama.ama-assn.org/ ��http://jama.ama-assn.org/�
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Lesbian Movies / Films





All Over Me (1996)





A Village Affair (1995)





Bar Girls (1995)





Butterfly Kiss (1994)





Desperate Remedies (1993)





Fire (1996)





Foxfire (1996)





French Twist (1995)





Love and Other Catastrophes (1995)





When Night is Falling (1995)
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