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SPORTS





Martin is First Woman to Play NCAA Division I Football





Courtesy of Feminist Majority Foundation Online 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.feminist.org" ��http://www.feminist.org�





Amidst cheers from an audience of more than 11,000 people, Ashley Martin made history by scoring a field goal for Jacksonville State University and becoming the first woman to play and score in a National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division I football game. 





By the end of the game, Martin had kicked three points for her team, received a standing ovation, and broken another barrier for women in sports. Two other women have been on NCAA teams, Kathy Klope and Katie Hnida, but neither were given playing time.





Nearly three decades have passed since the enactment of Title IX, a federal law prohibiting sex discrimination in federally funded education, including athletics. As a result of Title IX, women have benefited from more athletic opportunities and more opportunities for athletic scholarships. 





However, while Martin’s victory is one for all women in athletics, women athletes still have a long way to go to reach parity with men in sports. 





Collegiate women’s athletic programs receive only 26% of college sports’ operating budgets and less than 30% of college recruiting money.(





LABRYS





– FALLing into the Flow –


By:  Sade Adekanla





Fall is a wonderful season for most. It is the beginning of new things. Children return to school with their new clothes, pens, pencils, and books. They begin a new year in a new grade with the anticipation of doing well. Meeting their new teacher and making new friends. They are energetic and active as the cold weather falls upon us all. 





Some college students are in their first semester on a University campus, in a new atmosphere that they will grow to know as the familiar in the next four years.  It is a chance to leave behind childish ways and finally ‘act’ grown. It is an illusion of being on 


your own even though your parents still pay the bills.  A chance to meet new people, make new friends, experience new things, new adventures and hopefully travel to new places.  This fall break most of them may not be returning home for Thanksgiving but Winter break always takes us home.





There are those of us that wish to remain in the summer months with memories of barbeques and the warmth of the season. The summer months gives us freedom, less restrictions and an air of independency.  Summer jobs and internship that gives us the right to buy what we want with our money. Those of us that are Shop-a-holics only use ‘our money’ for shopping and everything else we ask our parents.





Wishing you all a wonderful season. For those in school, good luck on your studies and don’t party too hard. Those freshly out of college, let the career work for you, don’t work so hard  in the career. Those of you that are seasoned professionals, share the knowledge and the secrets to corporate world.





As this falling season begins for Labrys, it is an air of a new beginning as we move forward to acquire new members and provide the necessary support for our members. Our goal this semester is to become a group that is sought after by all those that identify with the life that fate has chosen for us. Learning to embrace ourselves and each other as women of color and appreciating others. Understanding and dealing with the diversity around and within us in order to appreciate everyone.





We have falling into the flow of our weekly meetings, planning entertaining as well as educational programs for all to join us. Labrys looks forward to each and every one of your involvement and contribution this FALL. (











�


Poem of the Month


�





Realizing 


By: FEMA





Turning as I slept�Feeling content�Then I turned �Realizing ��Not alone �Slowly and Delicately�Watched my future�Realizing��Prettiest eyes ever did see�A Shade of Mocha �Wrapped in a Gentle Soul�Realizing��Suddenly I felt pain �Heartache at the thought�Of Losing you�Realizing��Never knew possible�Intensity of Loving you �Greater with each passing day�Realizing��You brighten my soul�My heart’s joy is Loving you�Seeing You in a new Role�Completing my every being�Realizing You are the breath within me(











continued on page 2





LEGAL ISSUES





Domestic Partners’ Benefits





Courtesy of GLSEN and Orange County Register


� HYPERLINK "http://www.glsen.org" ��http://www.glsen.org� and � HYPERLINK "http://OCRegister.com" ��http://OCRegister.com�


The following is an excerpt from an article printed in the Orange County Register. Any opinions either stated or suggested are not necessarily those of LABRYS or its members.





By: Erika I. Ritchie


Orange County Register





Unmarried life partners of some employees at the Laguna Beach Unified School Board became eligible for domestic-partner benefits Wednesday





Laguna Beach -- Unmarried life partners of some employees at the Laguna Beach Unified School Board became eligible for domestic-partner benefits Wednesday.





The benefits - comprehensive health insurance - are now the same for unmarried couples and same-sex partners as for those who are married.





The Laguna Beach Unified School District board members approved the change unanimously Tuesday.





"As far as I know, the Laguna Beach Unified School District is the only K-12 district that offers this plan," said school board member Kathleen Turner. "I don't know that any other community in Orange County has considered this."





Orange County Department of Education officials confirmed that Laguna Beach is the first to offer domestic partners benefits.





"We know of no other," said Sandra Shaddix, director of human resources for the county department.





The decision was well received in Laguna Beach, where the city passed a similar law more than a decade ago.





"I wholeheartedly support it," said Teresa O'Hare, a leader of SchoolPower, which raises funds for city schools.





Wayne Peterson, a former city councilman who is gay, applauded the decision.





"It will provide benefits for all people.  A lot of people do not realize how many domestic partners are not of the same sex."





These benefits are retroactive to July 1 for principals and others in administrative capacities such as school psychologists who are not covered by the teachers union.





A complete plan that would include teachers and clerical employees would come after union approval.





To qualify for the plan, the domestic partner must be registered with the city and state and must meet special requirements.





"We are doing this because we believe this is the right thing to do," said Theresa Daem, superintendent of schools. (








For more information, please contact:


Orange County Register
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FALLing into Fall		continued from page 1





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





LABRYS’ Birthdays














There are no members with birthdays in October
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Calendar of Events


Events @ William Way LGBT Center


Sundaes on Tuesdays


October 2nd 8:30pm





Women’s Fridays


October 5th & 19th 7pm





Sunday Night @The Movies


October 21st 7pm





Speaker: Amiri  Baraka


          October 4th 8pm


 Temple University - TUCC 


     1515 Market St. Rm 222





SistahFest 


October 4th – 7th


� HYPERLINK "http://members.oal.com/uloah" ��http://members.oal.com/uloah�





7th Annual International 


Sisters of Kuumba


October 6th & 7th Cost: $5


Temple University 


Beaury Hall 1901 N. 13th Street





Career Fair 2001


October 10th


               Temple University 


               Liacouras Center





Celebration of National Coming Out Day


the Center for Lesbian and Gay Rights


October 13th & 14th 


Rococo Restaurant


123 Chestnut Street





Celebration of National Coming Out Day


the Center for Lesbian and Gay Rights


October 13th & 14th 


Rococo Restaurant


123 Chestnut Street


http://www.center4civilrights.org








17th Annual PumpkinFest Rugby Tournament


October 11th 6:30- 8pm Cost: $50


Belmont Plateau


http://www.pwrfc.org








AIDS Walk 2001


October 21st 8am 


Labrys Team #: 0060


http://www.aidswalkphilly.org





REMINDERS  





Monthly Dues of $5 are due to the Treasurer the first meeting of every month. 


Weekly Meetings are Saturdays at 3pm in Anderson Hall Room 821, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa





Horoscopes





Gemini (5/21 – 6/20) Cosmic forces seem to be conspiring to make life complicated and relationships stressful. Calm down, and don't take it personally. After the 16th, Neptune releases you from all the confusion, but friends and family become argumentative. On the 27th, a romance hits a huge bump in the road. Don't fret-by the 29th, you could be back together again.





Cancer (6/21 – 7/22) Cancerians are passing through a fortunate cycle and the universe will be smiling on those seeking a new career. There are beautiful opportunities this month for acquiring money and these could emerge from property or connections to home or family.  You may finally decide to push something into the past and just move onwards and upwards.





Leo (7/23 – 8/22) An emotional moment around the 18th signals that a friendship is in trouble. The only thing to do now is give everybody a little time to cool off. On the 29th, get together with your friends a figure out ways to meet more guys, make extra money and have some fun.





Virgo (8/23 – 9/22) Find those exercise clothes and work off the tension, otherwise around the 1st, 8th, and 18th, you'll waste energy fighting battles you can't win. After the 19th, your hectic schedule will cause friction with your parents or close friends-download some of those projects.








Horoscopes


Libra (9/23 – 10/22) Your ruler, Venus, is in that troublemaking, mysterious sign of Scorpio-shaking up your friendships and romances. Around the 13th, you'll know whether you really want to be with that special guy. Just don't be afraid to go solo, because you might have even more fun. The week of the 16th, you may be a little down-talk things over with your family and all will be fine. And after the 19th, when Venus moves into Sag, you'll start feeling wonderful and happy. Enjoy the spotlight, because you deserve it. 





Scorpio (10/23 – 11/21) Get out of the house! Even if your date is your best friend, go to that party. The planets are making the usually mysterious Scorpio funny and outgoing. Around the 14th, be careful if you take sides in friends' fights. On the 27th, focus your energy on a difficult subject and you'll be astounded by your own brilliance.





Sagittarius (11/22 – 12/21) Mercury goes retrograde on the 19th. So give in to the chaos and laugh when everything goes askew-spontaneity will bring out your fun, adventurous spirit. Use the Venus/Pluto energy on the 28th to open your heart and mind-friends, teachers, and a new guy will be drawn to your irresistible charm..





Capricorn (12/22 – 1/19) Your ruler, serious Saturn, moves into clever, talkative Gemini on the 16th-don't be surprised if friends AND adults are turning to you for help. After the 22nd, you could be feeling overly possessive. Tap into your self-confidence and remember that if love is true, you don't need to worry about anything.





Aquarius (1/20 – 2/18) October's wild aspects are telling you to flaunt your individuality and try something new. After the 18th, back down from a conflict with a teacher or parent. With cooperation and that Aqua girl perception, this is a disagreement you can actually win. After the 27th, put your mind in a positive mode and you'll develop new goals and dreams.





Pisces (2/19 – 3/20) Don't ignore your on-target intuition around the 13th and 22nd, because someone you trust may no longer deserve your loyalty. Start a journal: Reflecting on past relationships will help solve a romance/friendship question. After the 22nd, the Sun in Scorpio will help guide you toward a more bewitching and sensitive YOU!





Aries (3/21 – 4/19) October is full of planetary mood swings, but if you quiet your fiery Aries nature, you can avoid those emotionally wacky situations you tend to jump into. Control your temper to avoid a clash with your nearest and dearest around the 18th or 27th. When the Sun moves into Scorpio on the 22nd, tap into this magical power-namely your sense of humor and adventure-and you'll cast a spell over a new guy or mesmerize an old sweetie.





Taurus (4/20 – 5/20) Work with October's restless energy: Change your style, your attitude, and make way for the new you. On the 13th, go with your emotions and voice a few grudges-then you'll be able to start peace talks. Around the 27th, you may think your guy is flirting with someone. Don't mope or get jealous. Look around: You probably have other choices, too. 








TECHNOLOGY


Censorship High


A 17-year-old takes a stand against a school Web-filtering system that screens out Planned Parenthood but not the Christian Coalition.


By: By Daniel Silverman


� HYPERLINK http://www.blackstripe.com ��http://www.salon.com�





TUSTIN, Calif. -- I was the first student to surf the Web from Foothill High School's new T-1 line. The school's high-speed Internet link had been installed over the summer and I came to school two weeks early to test it out. At that time there was no formalized Internet use policy, no disabled services, no blocked sites, no censorship. And no, I didn't use it to check out a porn site; the first Web site visited by a student in the Tustin Unified School District was CNN. 





For the first few months of the new school year we were free. The nerds in the technology classes used the high-speed network for downloading files and gathering information, checking their e-mail and messaging their friends. We were in heaven, and we knew it wouldn't last. 





Tustin Unified School District, in Orange County roughly midway between Anaheim and Irvine, is your typical middle-class suburban school system. Like all public school systems, TUSD is working hard to deliver on the vision of the wired classroom. To further this goal, the district applied for and received a technology grant from the federal government. I was on the Digital High School planning committee, and I was the first to bring up the issue of ensuring fair and equitable access for students to online information. Not much was made of it at the time. 





As time went on and classrooms were brought online, the district oversight became more strict. Using a security tool called a firewall, the district restricted students' access to Internet services like instant messaging, streaming video and online games. One of our students set up a Linux computer, but was quickly told to remove it from the network. No specific reason was given, but we assumed that it was another issue of control. If you don't understand it, ban it. 


�Our acceptable-use policy explicitly prohibits posting messages on chat rooms, message boards or mailing lists. We can't do anything on our school computers that might cause us any material gain. Stock trading is out, as are online auctions, job searches and product price comparisons. In practice, these rules were rarely followed, as teachers turned a blind eye to blatant violations of the overbroad district policy.





But the administrators' cautiousness extended to other technologies too. They blocked Telnet, a text communications system for dialing in to other computers. Now I could no longer log in to my home system. They blocked FTP, so we could no longer transfer files to and from school. We had expected this to some degree; bureaucrats are overly cautious, and with all the talk about viruses and hackers, we couldn't really blame them for being scared. Nonetheless, we quickly found ways around their obstacles, and we were content -- until they ramped up the filter.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.edlinc.org/pubs/eratereport2.html" \t "new" �"E-rate" legislation� has forced public schools receiving federal 








funds to shield minors from "objectionable material," although no one really knows what that means. Because the idea of objectionable content is so ill defined and so variable, no one on the school or district level wants to take responsibility for what is and is not blocked. This problem is not confined to TUSD; school districts across the country do the same thing to shield themselves from the hassle and responsibility: They hire outside firms.





Our system is called InterGate, and it is a big black box sitting on a rack in the school district's communications office. Before any request for information can go onto the general Internet, it goes through InterGate. While inside InterGate, our Web browsing requests are individually logged by user name and computer address so that the school can keep track of every site each student visits. Next, the request is sent to a proxy server called Squid. A proxy server acts as a buffer between the Internet and a private network like our school's. Squid requests Web sites and serves them up to users inside a network. It's useful because its caching features make frequently visited Web sites load more quickly for local users in the school. Our version of Squid, however, is "enhanced" with a block list of objectionable sites. This list is distributed by the company that sells InterGate, and is updated automatically every night from a subscription service. 





The block list is what we all hate. It is the bane of every student and teacher at Foothill High School. We curse it, we shout at it, we bang on our keyboards, but there is really nothing we can do about it. Whenever we click a site that is on the block list, a funny face appears on our screen along with a message informing us that the site we requested has been blocked because it contains objectionable material. There are those words again, "objectionable material." They're used to make parents feel safe, to make lawmakers feel secure, to make society feel good. But they have no real meaning. 





Try making a list of a hundred randomly selected Web sites and see how many are blocked by filtering systems like Squid. The anti-censorship organization � HYPERLINK "http://www.peacefire.org" \t "new" �Peacefire� does it all the time, and the results are predictable. Huge swaths of the Internet containing unobjectionable content are blocked because one page on that domain or host may have at one time contained one objectionable word or picture. At the same time, thousands of porn sites and hate sites and terrorism sites are left accessible. 





This is inevitable; it is only a question of numbers. The idea that a handful of employees at InterGate have been able to read through millions upon millions of Web sites and determine what is "objectionable" is laughable. Content-filtering companies that claim all sites are reviewed by human beings are lying outright: It is simply impossible to review that many sites by hand, let alone keep the list up-to-date as sites change. ��Without the thousands of human beings and millions of dollars required to filter even a substantial chunk of the 
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Contact Information





To submit articles for the Newsletter:


Email Sade: � HYPERLINK mailto:NoirSexy@hotmail.com ��NoirSexy@hotmail.com�





Website: � HYPERLINK http://labryscircle.tripod.com ��http://labryscircle.tripod.com�





Voicemail: 1-888-Excite2


Ext: 215-3LABRYS (215-352-2797)





LABRYS


Temple University


821 Anderson Hall


Philadelphia, PA, 19122


��������





I'm not trying to paint a picture of a perfect Singapore where no cone is a bigot and everyone is kind. People had many ways of being cruel to their peers, but gay bashing was just not one of them.





My gay schoolmate, a flamboyant queen, publicly declared his plan to run for prom queen. He would attend the prom dressed as Madonna. The principal simply said, "No, you are a boy, you can't run for prom queen."





No punishment from authority figures, no attack from peers, no nothing. The worst feedback I've heard about his idea was, "Why Madonna? What bad taste! Pick somebody else!"





A Singaporean gay man noted: "There is a lively gay scene in Singapore."





But gay men can get into trouble with the sodomy law. (Which applies to gays and straights alike) Lesbians are actually tolerated because they do not break any law.





Both my brother and a bi-female friend testify to the existence of many gay nightspots for gays and lesbians in Singapore.





There are local glbt groups. From what folks at home tell me, it is not difficult for gays and lesbians to have a good time in Singapore.





It is not my intention to dismiss Sook Kong's experience as "unSingaporean."





I can only speak for myself. Perhaps generational differences or some other factor contributed to our seemingly different experiences.





But whatever it is, Asian dykes who sojourn here, please don't give up on your country.


Together, we can reclaim Asia for queerdom.





If everybody takes off and leaves their communities to the phobias, who would be left to fight? (











 Internet, filtering companies rely on spider programs. Spiders crawl the Web, searching pages for keywords like "sex" and "revolution." These programs are terribly inaccurate. I have found sites such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.spr.org" \t "new" �Stop Prisoner Rape� blocked, in addition to sites promoting � HYPERLINK "http://www.infidels.org" \t "new" �atheism� and, of course, free-speech sites like Peacefire. 





Even worse than these spider programs are the sites that are blocked when politics come into play. Filtering companies are more conservative than other organizations and often cater to right-wing groups. Not surprisingly, these companies will, consciously or not, block more liberal speech on the Internet than conservative speech. Thus � HYPERLINK "http://www.plannedparenthood.org/" \t "new" �Planned Parenthood� is blocked, while the � HYPERLINK "http://www.cc.org/" \t "new" �Christian Coalition� is not. Some sites calling for the destruction of gays are allowed, while others that promote gay rights, like � HYPERLINK "http://www.glaad.org/org/index.html" \t "new" �GLAAD,� are disallowed. These are just a few examples of a huge trend toward repressing speech that is taking place in our schools. 





The Constitution does not give minors the right to full constitutional and legal protection. However, children under 18 still have the same civil liberties as everyone else, liberties that no one -- not even the government -- should take away. 





On May 30, I took a stand. I sent an e-mail to every single teacher and administrator in the TUSD, outlining a way to bypass the filtering system. Basically, I set up a second proxy system to direct Web requests. Students and teachers could send Web requests through my proxy server instead of the regular one, thus eluding the InterGate filters and gaining access to an uncensored Internet. I pointed out my reasons for these actions, quoting Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas: "Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one un-American act that could most easily defeat us." 





I stated that in my position as a computer troubleshooter for the school I had received many complaints from teachers about the overbroad restrictions of the filter. I had been asked many times by individual teachers and students to provide a way to bypass the system. Stating that the most effective guard against the visiting of "inappropriate" Web sites is teacher supervision in the classroom, I revealed my method of bypassing the censorware software. I solicited feedback from teachers, promising that all communications would remain confidential. I asked for opinions both for and against my view, as I wished to encourage a dialogue in the school and community. Responses were immediate. 





"I think your actions are deplorable," wrote one teacher. "What service does this serve!!" Others worried about district backlash, telling me to "be careful" and wishing me the best on graduation. Most of the e-mails were supportive. "I hope you always have the courage and strength of character to stand up for what you believe to be important," wrote one elementary school teacher. "It's important to be a thinking person, rather 





					continued on page 9 
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QUOTES OF THE MONTH


 “To be Conscious in America is to be in a constant state of Rage…”  -- James Baldwin





“Homosexuality doesn’t discriminate. It crosses racial, class and gender boundaries in every society.” – Anonymous





"A woman who doesn’t care what men think of her - ah, this is dangerous. This is the worst conceivable insult to the male ego."  -- Martha Shelley: "Lesbianism and the Women's Liberation Movement" 1970 (Crow)











Technology: Censorship High	continued from page 5








FEATURE STORY








Another Singaporean Lesbian Speaks Up





Courtesy of Asian Lesbian Bisexual Alliance


� HYPERLINK "http://www.alba.org" ��http://www.alba.org�





By: JunHeng Luo





It was exciting to see stories of Singaporean lesbian Sook Kong in the Winter 1997 issue of 'Little Sushi" But...I would hate to have the rest of Asian dykedom take Sook Kong's


Singaporean experience as the only picture of Singaporean experience as the only picture of Singapore glbt life.





Unlike Sook Kong, I was never active on social circuits of Singapore. Yet, strangely, my world seemed full of dykes. When I left Singapore after my baby dykehood with a merry lesbian heart, I thought there was a gay, pink and rosy world out there. I came to America only to have my face ground in the dirt over and over again for being a dyke, or even speaking up for gay folk.


My Experience Being "Out" in High School





My male classmates enthusiastically tried to "chase" girls for me. Unfortunately, they were not very good at it.





I was often embarrassed beyond belief by schoolboys "whispering" in public, "THERE


SHE IS!!! I KNOW SHE'S YOUR TYPE!!! GOOD FOR YOU! THE GIRL'S LOOKING AT YOU!"





(Is that surprising when you are tugging at my sleeve, pointing excitedly in her direction and yelling?)





During my Singaporean high school years, never did anybody shun me because of my orientation. Even people who rejected homosexuality on religious grounds didn't see the need to take me off their list of friends.





After I came to America, people who claimed to be my friends dissed me on a fairly regular basis. It was culture shock for me - "Hello!"





There are people who will walk away from you because you are homosexual!" I learnt the word "homosexual" in Singapore. I learnt a new word "homophobia" in America.
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Touching your lover's breasts is safe. You can lick, suck, kiss and bite them too-as long as there's no blood or breast milk. Massage, dry kissing, masturbation (touching yourself), and body-to-body rubbing are all safe.





Putting your fingers inside her can be risky. To be safe, wear latex gloves. If you use a lubricant, be sure it is water-based. (Oil-based lubricants like Vaseline and hand lotion will damage the latex.)





Sores or cuts on your fingers, mouth or vagina-or hers- increase the risk. They can provide a way for the virus to get inside you. If you touch her vagina and then touch your own (or vice-versa,) you could spread the virus. Be sure to use gloves in between!





Contact with menstrual blood is very risky. If she is infected, her menstrual blood (like other blood) will have a lot of virus in it.





Oral sex on a woman is risky, especially when she has her period. To make it safe, cover her vulva (genital area) with a piece of plastic wrap. This will keep her fluids out of your mouth. Latex dams-also called "dental dams" – are safe to use for oral sex too.





Sex toys are safe by themselves, but it is risky to share them. If you share dildos or vibrators, cover them with a condom and put on a fresh one every time a different person uses it.





Getting pregnant can be risky. If you have sex with a man or have a man donate sperm to you, make sure he tests HIV negative at least 6 months after his last possible risk. (All licensed sperm banks test their donors carefully.)





SM activities are safe if there is no blood involved. If you are piercing each other, clean the needle with bleach between users. Use different razors if you shave each other. Don't let urine or feces of another person get inside your body. (











For more specific transmission and prevention information


for other STDs, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.lesbianstd.com" ��http://www.lesbianstd.com�











FILM





  Fire


Courtesy Asian Gay & Lesbian World (A-Shop)


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.best.com/~ashop" ��http://www.best.com/~ashop�








Directed by Deepa Mehta, Fire (1997) is a story of two Indian women, sisters-in-law, who are trapped in loveless relationships with men in modern New Delhi. One is the dutiful wife of a celibate religious eccentric; the other is the new bride of the brother who is embroiled in his own self-centered affair with his sex kitten mistress; the women turn to each other for


companionship and find erotic pleasure and emotional strength in their friendship. 








Editorial Reviews


From Leonard Maltin's Movie & Video Guide


Courtesy Amazon.com


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com" ��http://www.amazon.com�








Ho-hum lesbian-feminist drama set in New Delhi, which charts the growing spiritual/sexual attraction between a long-married woman (Azmi) and her young, newlywed sister-in-law (Das). Without exception, every male character in the story is a simplistic chauvinist pig, and the result is a superficial drama that substitutes female outrage for thoughtful filmmaking.











                              .(
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LESBIAN SEXO





Safe Sex Tips


Courtesy LesbianSTD 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lesbianstd.com" ��http://www.lesbianstd.com�





SAFE SEX & AIDS:  the HIV virus causes AIDS. HIV can be spread by four body fluids: blood, semen, and vaginal fluid and breast milk. You cannot get infected unless the virus in one of these fluids reaches your bloodstream. Saliva alone cannot spread HIV.





Safe sex, as it applies to HIV, is any type of sex, which does not let one person's blood, semen, vaginal fluid, or breast milk, get inside another person's body.  Below is a useful set of guidelines produced by the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. These guidelines are useful in preventing transmission of other STDs as well.





Wet Kissing: is safe unless either of you has a cut or sore in your mouth, or bleeding gums. (After you brush or floss your teeth, wait at least 1/2 hour before kissing.) Blood, not saliva, contains the virus.
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Editor’s Monthly Book List





Does Your Mama Know?: An Anthology of Black Lesbian Coming Out Stories


By Lisa C. Moore





Coming Out in Japan 


By Satoru Ito & Ryuta Yanase





Brown Sugar: A Collection of Erotic Black Fiction


By Carol Taylor





Boy-Wives and Female-Husbands: Studies of African Homosexuality 


Edited by Stephen O. Murray & Will Roscoe





Cinnamon Gardens 


By Shyan Selvadurai
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Walker, Alice (1944)





 Author. U.S. writer and feminist; born in Eatonton, Ga.; novel `The Color Purple’ awarded Pulitzer prize and American Book Award 1983 (`Revolutionary Petunias’, `Meridian’, `You Can’t Keep a Good Woman Down’, `In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens’, `To Hell With Dying’, `The Temple of My Familiar’, `Possessing the Secret of Joy’). In the February 1996 issue of Essence Magazine Walker states, “I am bisexual. I just live my life. I don’t think I have to phone in and tell everybody.”








St. Cloud, Tiffani (1978)





Youth Activist. Youngest person inducted into the city of


Chicago, Commission on Human Relations Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame. Former co-chair Smith College’s Lesbian Bisexual Alliance’s Women of Color Committee. Founder of PRIDE a support group at Whitney M. Young high school in Chicago, for lesbian, gay, bisexual and questioning youth. PRIDE is now the 2nd largest student organization at the school, providing a safe space where people can talk about issues of sexual orientation and learn to be more tolerant.








Sojourner, Sabrina





Activist. Shadow Representative from the District of Columbia. Former legislative aide for California Congresswoman Maxine Waters. Sojourner became the first out African American Lesbian to serve on a Democratic State Committee, when she was elected to the D.C. Democratic State Committee.
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 than a go-along sheep." Another teacher wrote that she appreciated the bypass because "there are so many cool sites about art and literature that my students cannot get to when we research. I hope this works for the best." 





Another of my teachers wrote: "It is very true that censorship is alive and well in society ... here in the micro-community of [Foothill High School] and in the macro-community of the US government. I have many opinions on this subject, especially where there are agendas out there that allow some groups to say whatever they want while preventing a response from another group that may have a different or opposing view." However, added other teachers, school staff are discouraged from speaking up about this problem because they are afraid of being labeled porn advocates or being reprimanded by school and district administrators. They supported me, but quietly. 





I was pleasantly surprised to receive two letters from members of the school board pledging to look into the issue of censorship. Sadly, other members of the district were less open-minded about what I had done. 





I received a summons at school the next day. I went to the principal's office, where my father was already waiting. The school district assumed I had somehow "hacked" into its system, that I may have compromised its security and that I had invaded its network. Afraid that students and teachers would be able to get around the filter, it pulled the plug on the InterGate server, taking down the entire district's Internet access. I explained that I had done nothing to the computers, that I had used no school systems for my letter and that the district's network was perfectly safe. The distict officials threatened me with suspension and prosecution, promised to bill me for their time and insinuated that I might not be able to attend graduation. I told them that I had broken no school rules and they had no case. ��School staff berated me with questions as I walked through the halls that day: Why did I do it? What was I thinking? Did I want to graduate? Did I expect that I would go unpunished for my blatant mocking of school authority? Did I really think they would stand around while something as awful as what I had done took place? "Stop with the censorship bullshit," they said. "Didn't you really do this just to draw attention to yourself?" 


At the same time, students patted me on the back and gave me high-fives. I didn't want to discuss it with any of them. I had made my case, my e-mail spoke for itself and I was ready for the consequences. But punishment never came. 





Sure, they blocked my bypass site, they removed my administrator account on the school computer system and they banned me permanently from school computers. This was an issue of trust, and the school didn't trust me on its


system anymore. I understand this, even if I don't agree with it.  However, they were not able to find anything with which





to charge me -- no ground for suspension, no civil or criminal charges. 





I may be one of the first high school students to stand up against the Child Internet Protection Act, or the Child Online Protection Act, or the Communication Decency Act, or whatever it is being called today, but I am in no way the last. It is only the beginning of a fight that we will win, if not in the courts, if not in Congress, then on the technical battleground that is the network: We know the computers, and, in the words of Stanford Law School professor � HYPERLINK "http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/lessigbio.html" \t "new" �Lawrence Lessig,� "on the Internet, the code is the law." 





This fall I head to Brandeis University, an innovative institution that is offering me a chance to minor in a new program, Internet Studies. I hope that this censorship battle ends long before I leave college, but, expecting that it will not, I plan to study law so that one day I can defend the rights of others in court. Meanwhile, I support organizations like the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eff.org" \t "new" �Electronic Frontier Foundation� and Peacefire, and I pray for a day when we are all free to have our own opinions without fear of persecution, and that we as a society are better for it. America is one of the most free places on earth, and I intend to help keep it that way. (





About the writer�� HYPERLINK "mailto:dsilverman@mindwire.org" �Daniel Silverman� is a high school senior who lives in Santa Ana, California





For further information you may email Daniel Silverman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dsilverman@mindwire.org" ��dsilverman@mindwire.org�











Courtesy of BlackStripe





� HYPERLINK "http://www.blackstripe.com" ��http://www.blackstripe.com�





Feature Story: Singaporean Lesbian continued from page 3
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Did You Know?


“In general terms, homosexuality may be described as the capacity to find affectional and/or sexual satisfaction with someone of the same gender. The Kinsey Institute studies of the late 1940s and early '50s suggest that few people are either exclusively heterosexual or exclusively homosexual, but rather that most people fall somewhere on the continuum between these two ends of the scale,�and thus have the capacity to experience affectional and sexual feelings for members of both sexes. –(http://naples.cc.sunysb.edu)





Studies have indicated that attempts to change one's sexual orientation are usually unsuccessful and often lead to increased depression and suicide. Statistics show that the majority of lesbian, bisexual, and gay people do not see any reason to change. Some, however, have found that accepting their sexual orientation is difficult, given the prejudice that lesbians, bisexuals, and gay people have to deal with. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.sabes.org" ��http://www.sabes.org�)
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AIDSWALK


ANDROGYNE


DEPILATION


DIVERSITY


FEMINIST


GENGER


HEALTH


LORDE








MULTICULTURALISM


OUTFEST


PANSEXUAL


RADICAL


SADOMASOCHISM


SOLOSEXUAL


TOLERANCE











W E L C O M E S Y O U B C J O M F A E P W X X K Q 


D S V X U J X R U Y V M C Y U E E K I L X W A X Y 


T S D U X G H L A A V K L L Z T M R U D S D V U O 


F U G K E L H N K R G Y T Q T J I R Q J S C A C P 


R S Y N X T F C B K Z I Q F X X N C Q S K W W M S 


B F G T E C H N F E C S J K Q M I B S Q S P A P Y 


L E G F L M V D C U R B Z W Q N S X Q U R L T L I 


R A R V K H Z M L T M A S I L F T C S V U A N Y K 


U E U U T E D T S A D O M A S O C H I S M U N A R 


S K X X D S U D D F X S Q E H I T A B E F X O Y T 


C U N G E R E Z C B O N J V S C T P C C M E I O A 


E E S I A S K F R G J I U B E I S T E I A S T C H 


N X N L I I N A T T H T L A E H R Y X Z E O A A C 


G F I Y S W D A P U J V C O Z W Q N N C S L L W W 


H S S S G I E J P B O L T L Q D F G W J U O I A M 


M G I E C O S C O R J O R M V R S O G U V S P J O 


T L D A M O R Q N Y X R O S N I M W Q K F Y E V Z 


L W L V C Y V D T A N D M S X H D U T Y G S D M I 


H B G X M I L I N V R E I W Q A R K O V R M K J G 


J E Z T B S S W W A Q E M D Q Y Z W B E E S L G H 


O Q X W J R W L Y O I J L Q H R Q X J C Y O X G H 


L W U S E C F A O L V P R O T J Y Z Z L M I I E E 


S X U V S H T P J H F G N P T H F H Y Q G I H G F 


G B I M M H N O L E O O J C C I C T N A L U P O O 


J D G R L K I X K S B D Z N F C Z H C I T P I J X
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